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as they reached the left bank to the points where
they were most needed. It is told of him that he
pointed to the smoke rising in the distance from
the chimneys of Wartenburg and cried out: "Look,
men, the accursed French are baking white
bread for their breakfast; we 11 take it from them*
while it is still hot!" He failed to carry out his
boast in full but that evening he supped in the
castle of Wartenburg and declared as he rose to
speak at the banquet: "Thank God we have
taken a great step forward towards the liberation
of the Fatherland!"

A sober professor of Breslau,x who had won the
admiration of Germany by throwing his academic
calling to the winds and had followed the whole
campaign, in great part as an honoured guest at
headquarters, was with Blucher on this occasion.
He calls the latter "this extraordinary man who
will remain as unforgettable as the war itself."
Blucher had a solemn tribute to pay that night.
Scharnhorst, to whom he often declared that he
owed everything in the world and without whose
good offices he would very likely not have been
chosen commander-in-chief, had been wounded in
the battle of Grossgorschen and had since died.

The whole solemn feast [writes Steffens] was
transformed into a funeral celebration in memory of
dead Scharnhorst. Blucher began to speak. Never
did I hear a more stirring address, never an apprecia-

1 Steffens.